Trench (Dazed).
Do you mean to say that I am just as bad as you are.
Cokane (To Trench).
Shame, Harry9 shamel Grossly bad taste I
Be a gentleman. Apologize.
Sartorius.
Allow me, Mr. Cokane. (To Trench) If,
when you say you are just as bad as I am,
you mean that you are just as powerless to
alter the state of society, then you are
unfortunately quite right.1
The dialogue is indicative of the compromises that the individual
has to make in order to survive in a world of competitive commerce.
Trench's situation is a real one and he learns to handle it intelli-
gently. When the slum property is to be pulled down, to make
way for a new street, the Doctor and the bride's father agree to
build up the slum property in order to get a higher compensation.
Changed circumstances can improve the slums also.
Sartorius's beautiful house in a healthy locality is made possible
by his ownership of the slum property after paying 7 per cent
interest to Dr. Trench. The appalling conditions of the property
are presented to our view in the business talk between the master
of the property and his rent-collector. Lickcheese, the rent-collector,
speaks about the Sanitary Inspector's complaining about the
property, to which Sartorius replies:
Did you tell him that I am on the vestry 1
...............write   it   down   in   the   diary
for the day of the next meeting of the
health committee. I will teach the Sanitary
Inspector his duty to members of the vestry?
1.    I.    Widowers* houses p. 18.
2,    Ibid.   p.   11.
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